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On the SECESSION of OPPOSITION from PARLIA- 
MENT. 


[From Mr. W. Woodfall’s Prefatory Addrefs to his Parliamentary 
Reports. ] 


HE refult of the rupture of the treaty is fo important, 
that he would be an unwife and a difhoneft man who 
attempted to conceal from others, and a weak one if he wifhed 
to fhut his own eyes to, the very ferious confequences that 
obvioufly may arife from theevent. France threatens an im- 
mediate invafion—poflibly an idle and an empty menace. 
The defeat of the Dutch fleet renders it a threat not eafily 
reduced to practice. But, with no means of providing for 
their numerous armies upon the continent, or at home, what 
may not a defperate foe, drunk with fuccefs, attempt in the 
hour of wild enthufiaim and political phrenzy? To lofea 
great part of their army, would bean advantageto them. To 
fucceed in their effort to land in any part of thefe kingdoms, 
would be their moft glorious triumph; and nothing could 
exceed the tumult of their exultation, if, by any unfortunate 
combination of circumftances, they fhould be enabled to exer- 
cife their wonderful talent at public reform, with regard to the 
conftitution of this country. Thefe, the writer is aware, are 
all extravagant fuppofitions; but the ferious and reflecting 
reader will not deny, that they are in poflibility, and therefore 
fit to be held in view. 
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At fuch an awful crifis, it becomes an intelligent and prudent 
nation to prepare for the worft; and, without being difmayed 
on the one hand, or rathly confident of {ecurity on the other, to 
act with a manly firmne(s, and take fuch meafures of defence 
as fhall appear to be the belt calculated for repelling any 
hoftile attempts of the enemy on thefe kingdoms, and pre- 
ferving our conftitution, religion, laws, and liberties, facred 
and inviolate, 

It was the boaft of our anceftors, that they were Englifhe 
men, and lived under a conititution fo happily framed and 
tempered, that its fubjects fully enjoyed the bleflings of frees 
dom, guarded and fecured by falutary laws, that at once tended 
to preferve its continuance and prevent its abufe; and that the 
government poflefled al! the energetic power of an abfolute 
monarchy, without its defpotifm. Like faithful ftewards for 
potterity, they took care to hand down this conftitution 
unimpaired to theic fucceffors, from age to age. It would 
therefore naturally be imagined, that the fame patriotifm, the 
fame zeal, the fame dignified ardour, would infpire the breaft of 
every man who has the honour of a feat in the fenate, and 
that ina moment of fuch unexampled difficulty as the prefent, 
when there is more occafion to look up to the colledlive 
wifdom of Parliament for fafety from its councils, than was 
ever experienced fince Great Britain held her head high among 
nations, and was confidered univerially as one of the greateft 
powers of Europe. 

In what view then, are we to regard the phencmenon that 
we now witnels, the feceffion of the leaders of oppofition from 
their duty in both Houfes of Parliament? A meafure as un 
wife in policy, as it is falfe in principle; a meafure which, if 
adopted by halves, as it has been in the prefent inftance, bee 
comes ridiculous and contemptible; if carried to the full 
extent, it at once combines the double guilt of breach of truft, 
and defertion of duty, and chat of the higheft nature that can 
be entrufted with any febject of the Britifh crown. It is 
neceflary toremind thofe Members of the Houfe of Commons 
who choofe at prefent to abfent themfelves, that they are fent 
to Parliament as the reprefentatives of others ; that, from the 
moment they are elected, the intercfts not merely of their 
individual conftituents, but of the whole nation, are delivered 
overto their care ; and, in the difcharge ef their legiflative 
functions, they are bound, to the belt of their wifdom, ability, 
and judgment, to watch over their prefervation. On what 
principle, then, of integrity, is it that thefe gentlemen conceive 
they 








ea ne 








they a. 
potts 
effect, 
placfit 
dill re 
truft. 
Th 
the op 
fuppor 
for the 
and e 
propel 
jucgin 
Parlia 
lefs, tl 
again 
for a | 
As 
major 
the re 
vigila 
the be 
for t 
motrti 
mend 
natior 
prefer 
lictior 
Tt 
doubt 
many 
rende 
impre 
ceedi 
corre 
affidl 
Tl 
onc i 
vant: 
ment 
Nol 
to ha 
thofe 


Mini 





























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 423 


they are entitled, as an a&t of mere volition, to abandon their 
pofts m the hour of danger, and leave their conftituents, in 
effet, unreprefented? Qualify their conduct with the moft 
plaufible excufe that human ingenuity can devife, and it will 
ftill remain impoflible to prove that it is not a breach of 
truft. 

The only pretence that has hitherto been alledged, is, that 
the oppofition feel that, in confequence of the majority who 
fupport the Minifter’s meafures, they can do little or no gcod 
for their conftituents, The allezation is not founded in fa 5 
and even if it were, it is taking into their own hands what is, 
properly {peaking, the right of their conftituents, the right of 
judging and ceciding on the conduét of their reprefentatives in 
Parliament. If they thought their condu&t inefficient or ufe- 
lefs, they would doubtlefs mauifeft their opinion, by failing 
again to fend them to Parliament, whenever opportunity offered 
for a new eleQicn. 

As to the fact, that becaufe the Minifter has a commanding 
majority, they can do no good, every day’s experience, from 
the revolution dewawards, has proved the high utility of a 
vigilant and a&tive oppofition in Parliament. A@ing from 
the beft motives, and impelled by the purelt ardour and love 
for their country, men of dillinguifhed talents may feel 
mortified that meaiures of great moment, which they recom- 
mend in particular inftances as more likely to conduce to the 
national intereft than the meafures of the Minifter, are not 
preferred 5 but is that a fufficient juftification of a total dere- 
liction of their public duty? 

The country has felt, and every confiderate man will, no 
doubt, acknowledge with equal readinefs and gratitude, the 
many eminent fervices which oppofition have at different times 
rendered, by their detection of error, and their fuggettion of 
improvement, ina vatt variety of bills and Parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, which if they had pafled /ub /ilentio, and without 
correCtion, would have proved, in effe&, tac heavielt and mott 
affiGting evils that could have befallen the Britifh nation. 

The lrith propofitions, as they were termed, will ferve as 
onc inftance out of thoulands, and fhow the ineftimable ad- 
vantage that may in great cafes be derived from the difcern- 
ment, knowledge, and experience of able men in oppolition, 
No legiflative meafure that ever was taken, could be imagined 
to have been more different in phrafe, fhapc, and purport, than 
thofe propofitions, when they were firlt introduced by the 
Minifter, and when, after great and laborious inveftigation 
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and difcuffiion, they were tranfmitted, in a modified form, to 
Dublin. 

It is fo eafy to multiply proofs of the ufe and importance of 
oppofition, that it would fill volumes to detail them, and there- 
fore a fhort and fimple addrefs will not admit of further en« 
largement upon the fubject. The evident refult of all the 
reafoning that can be exercifed upon it, will neceflarily termi- 
nate in the conviction, that thofe who are chofento hold a 
delegated truft, are bound either faithfully to difcharge its 
duties, or, by giving up their feats altogether, leave it to their 
conftituents to elect reprefentatives who will be more unremit- 
tingly attentive to their interefts. 

The fame charge of negleé& of public duty applies to thofe 
noble Lords who formed the oppofition of the Houfe of Peers, 
and who in like manner have abfented themfelves from the 
Houle. A proud patrician of the Britifh fenate might loftily 
and loudly, at the firft view of the argument, be inclined to 
fay, “¢ The reafoning cannot apply to us, we are not chofen to 
reprefent individuals. Who are our conftituents ? We fit in 
Parliament in our own right, as hereditary counfellors of the 
crown.” What would be the anfwer? “ True, my good 
Lord; but with “ bated breath and whifpering humbleneds,” 
let me remind your Lordthip that you do hold a delegated 
truft, and that of a ftill higher nature than the Commons, 
You are delegated by the conftitution itfelf, under which you 
are a branch of the legiflature, of the rank immediately next 
the fovereign, of high importance in the ftate, looked up to by 
every fubordinate clafs, for that fuperior wifdom that may 

naturally be {uppofed to refult from the moft enlightened 
minds, and that immoveable integrity from which your great 
itake in the country renders it highly improbable for you to 
deviate. In the capacity of counfellors of the crown, the 
people are entitled to expeét that your counfels are always 
directed by an anxious attention to the general interefts of the 
empire. Unlefs, therefore, you would confent to degrade 
yourfelves, to depart from your elevated fituation in the fcale 
of the three eflates, by finking from your rank, and giving up 
the conftitutional character of the moft auguft aflembly in this 
kingdom, for that of mere pageants, created to exhibit an 
empty fhow of gaudy magnificence and idle fplendour, you 
are as much bound as any other order of legiflators, todo your 
duty, and diligently difcharge your public fundtions in the 
chamber of Parliament, ufually called the Houfe of Peers. 
In 














bee: 
not 
here 


may 
tutic 
its 

fudd 
viol: 


detti 


Nai 


‘I 


cove 
the c 
{uch 
Viar 
rifes, 
roun 
of tt 
in th 
fever 
imm 
fixty 
ninet 
gree: 
crev 
than 
degri 
and | 
into 
were 

T 
foutt 
long: 
pine 
The 
four 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 425 


In ftating this argument, all approach to perforality has 
been fiudioufly avoided, becaufe itis tne principle ittelf, and 
not thofe who practife it, which challenges the obfervations 
here humbly offered tothe Britifh public. The reafoning 
may be feeble ; but it arifes from a fincere love of the contti- 
tution, which is more likely to fall into gradual decay when 
its natural guardians abandon its protection, than to be 
fuddealy overwhelmed and broken down by the outrages and 
violence of the favage foe, who fo confidently menace its 
deftruction. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macariney to China. 


(Continued from Page 409.) 


HE feal catchers had conftruéted a rude hut upon the 
border of an ellipt.c coveor bafon, The bank of this 
cove next the fea was low, and had recently been divided in 
the middle by a fhallow communication with the fea, for none 
fuch exifted in 1697, when this ifland was vifited by Van 
Viaming.—Clofe to this now interrupted caufeway, the land 
rifes, on each fide, fuddenly from the bafon, and is continued 
round it to the height of feven hundred feet. In divers parts 
of the flanting fides of this funnel near the water’s edge, and 
in the caufeway which divides it from the fea, were difcovered 
feveral {prings of hot water. In one of thele fprings was 
immerfed Fahrenheit’s thermometer, which in the air {tood at 
fixty-two degrees, afcended immediately to one hundred and 
ninety fix. In another it rofe to two hundred and four dee 
grecs ; andthe bulb of the thermometer being applied toa 
crevice, from which iflued a {mall ftream, it afcended in lets 
than a minute to the boiling point, or two hundred and twelve 
degrees. One of the gentlemen of the party, with a hook 
and line, caught fome fith out of the bafon, and let them drop 
into the hot {pring adjoining, where, in fitceen minutes, the 
were boiled fit for eating. 

This ifland lies in thirty-eight degrees forty-two micutes 
fouth latitude, and feventy-fix degre.s fifty-four minutes eaft 
longitude. The magnetic variation, in the great crater, was 
Nineteen degrees fifty minutes weftward of the north pole. 
The length of the ifland from north to fouth rather exceeds 
four miles ; its breadth from ealt to weft about two and a half 
miles, 
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miles, and its circumference eleven miles ; comprifing a fure 
face of cight fquare miles, nearly the whole of which was 
covered with a fertile foil. 

Among the different kinds of fifh with which this ifland 
abounded, none was more relifhed than a fpecies of the cod, 
whether eaten frefh or falted. Cray fith were caught upon the 
bar by hand, and at the fhip’s anchorage in bafkets. That 
fpecies of the penguin, partaking, by its fcale-like feathers, 
and fin-like wings, of the fifhy tribe, called by Linnzus chry- 
Jecoma, is found here in abundance. 

With refpe& to birds, there was a lefs variety. Of the 
Jarger were feveral fpecics of the albatro(fs, and the fierce and 
voracious black petrel, the procellaria equinodialis of Linnzeus. 
This bird is a more fatal enemy to the blue petrel of Amfter- 
dam, the procellaria forfleri, than to the albatrofs. It evifcee 
rates the former, and devours only the heart and liver; many 
were found upon the ifland inthis ftate. But the mott beau- 
tiful of the feathered tribe was the filver bird, or ferna hirunds, 
the fize of a large {wallow, with a forked tail. 

The blue petrel, about the bignefs of a pigeon, and the 
fith caught by angling, conftituted the principal food of the 
feal-catchers, the only inhabitants of theifland, But for thefe 
they mult have perifhed. They had been here fince the 
month of September, and were left with a fcanty ftock of 
provifions. They were fupplied with many efculent roots 
from the Lion and Hindoftan ; and befides potatoes, the gar- 
deners planted around their hut various kinds of vegetables, 
which may not only prove a feafonable relief to them, but alfo 
to their fucceflors upon the ifland. 

For fome time the fquadron failed in high fouthern lati- 
tudes ; but a favourable breeze fpringing up, they took an 
oblique courfe to the north catt, as well to get into the Straits 
of Sunda, as to have the better chance of falling in with fhips 
homeward bound. The fun’s vertical heat was moderated by 
freth breezes ; the tropical birds then made their appearance, 
and feveral water {puuts, fome refembling jets d’eaux, others 
very fimilar to the blowing of a whale, prefented theinfelves 
to view, and feemed toreach the lowered clouds. 

The fcurvy now began to affeé the crews of both hhips, 
notwithftanding the beit mcans taken for the prefervation of 
their health, Marinated cabbage, called four crout, was 
mixed with their food, and a beverage adminiftered to them 
from the eflence of malt, 
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The Lion and’ Hindoftan having fpread more than ufual, 
the better to accomplith their wifhes, now feparated for the 
firft time fince they left England ; but the rendezvous, North 
Ifland, had been previoufly appoin ted. 

Onthe 25th of F ebruary, 1793, Java Head, the moft wef- 
teily point of the ifland of that name, was difcovered by the 
officers of the Lion; and not long after Prince’s ifland, which 
is at the entrance of the Straits of Sunda. hele Straits are 
formed by the proximity of the fouth-eaft part of the great 
ifland of Sumatra to that of the north-weft of Java. ‘They 
are interfperfed with a number of fimail ifles, rich and gay in 
appearance. 

The two great iflands, Sumatra and Java, are low, and 
marfhy towards the fhore, but afterwards rife gradually to the 
interior of the country, affording every variety of landfcape. 
In the middle of the Strait is a fmnall ifland named, from its 
fituation, Thwart-the-way, and two fmaller called, appro- 
priately, Cap and Button. ‘Tohefe have fleep and naked fides, 
but mott of: the others are level, founded upon beds of caral, 
and covered with trees. 

A white fandy beach encompafles fome of the fmaller 
iflands, which have numerous thickets clofe to the water’s 
edges and on the outfide are fhoals, upon which multitudes 
of little > aquatic animals are fagacicufly bufied in ragpenren.. 
calcareous habitations for their protelion, Thef rradually 
emerging out, and rifing above ‘the furface of the water, by 
the adventitious adhefion of floating vegetable matters, plaf=, 
ticly giving birth to plants and trees, either become new 
ilands, or auga ent thofe already produced by the fame means. 

The Lion found the Hindottan at anchor in North Ifland, 

one of thefe coralline productions, Near the mouth of ‘the 
Straits fhe had fallen in with one of the Eaft India Company’s 
fhips, returning from Chinas She had brought difpatches 
from the Company’ s Commiffioners at Cantan, addrefled to 
the Embaflador, and after vw ae ten days for his Excellency 
at Batavia, they were left there for him. 

On receiving this information, both fhips immediately 
fhaped their courfe thither, and the paffage was productive of 
much pleafure. ‘Ihe fea had fearce an undulation, and cluf- 
ters of coral iflands fprang in view. Quantities of zoophites 
were dragged trom the iva, fome of a “flefby and fome of a 
leathery texture, The corals were of vaft mafles, and of nu- 
merous fpecies, the madrepora, cellipora, and tubipora, of va« 
rious fhepes, flat, round, and branched, and of the feveral co 
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lours, blue, white, and brown; but none red, except the tubu- 
laria mufica. 

On the 6th of March the fhips anchored in Batavia road, 
fituated in fix degrees ten minutes fouch latitude, and a hune 
dred and fix degrces fifty-one minutes eaft longitude ; the va- 
riation of the compafs about half a degree to the weftward of 
the Pole. 

The road is very capacious, and has a fafe anchorage for 
fhipping, it being prote€ted from any fweil by a circular range 
of iflands. Several Chinefe junks were riding at anchor, and 
the vaft quantity of Dutch veflels lying before the city, an- 
nounced it as their chief place of trade, as well as their prin- 
cipal feat of governmenr. 

Notwitoftanding the Embaffador’s miflion had excited great 
alarms, his Excellency firft received the compliments of the 
Dutch government on board, and was afterwards flattered on 
fhore with diftinguithed honours. 

His Excellency explained away their apprehenfions by af- 
furing them, that the adminiftration of Great Britain had 
offered to tiie States General its mediatorial affiftance, if ne- 
ceflary, on behalf of their trade. The Council, who had 
been ignorant of this proffer, acknowledged their intentions 
of counteraQing the embafly, and refolved to fend immediate 
inftructions to Canton, for uniting with inftead of oppofing 
the efforts of the Embaffador ; whence it was expected, that 
every other nation trading to China would ultimately be 
benefited. 

The difpatches which his Exrellency received here from 
the Commiffioners of the Eaft India Company at Canton, 
portended his honourable reception at the Court of Pekin, 
The Commiffioners ftated that, ** having applied to two of 
the principal merchants to folicit their audience from the 
Foyen or Governor of Canton, in the abfence of the Viceroy 
of the province, in order to deliver a letter to him from the 
Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany 5 thofe merchants readily gueffed that the letter related 
to the embafiy, of which the rumour had {pread among them, 
and exprefled fome degree of apprehenfion, left the meafure 
might in its confequences affect the trade, property, or per- 
fonal fecurity of the native merchants at Canton ; but that 
the Commiffioners aflured them that it would rather be pro- 
ductive of good than of ill confequences to all the trading part 
of the community ; that the motives of the embafly were 
anxioufly enquired into, on the partof the officers uf govern~ 
9 ment, 
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ment, as a preliminary ftep to the audience required by the 
Commiffioners, who declared that nothing farther was in 
tended than to effect a ftricter friendfhip between the Courts 
of London and Pekin, and an increafe of that intercourfe, 
which had.been carried on for fo: many years, to the a adv antage 
of both nations ; that this explanation was probably fatisface 
tory, as the a for their reception was fixed at an eatlier pe- 
riod than could have been expected, from the procraftinating 
and fuperititious temper of the Chinefe; that a meflage aftere 
wards, however, was fent by the Governor to learn the rank 
and fituation of the perfon from whom the letter came, and 
whether he was a loaant of the King, and held an office under 
his (eal 5 that in anfwer it was faid, that the letter, though 
not written by an immediate fervant of the King, was fent to 
the Viceroy with his Majefty’s knowledge, to announce the 
approach of his Embafiador to Pekin; that in confequence, 
however, of the letter not having been written by an imme- 
diate officer of the crown, nor to be delivered by perfons in 
its fervice, but in that only of the Company, objections arofe 
to the intended form of their reception; but as any contclt 
about ceremony might have been followed by a refufal to re- 
ceive the letter, till an anfwer could be obtained from Pekin, 
which was a fubterfuge which the Hoppo or mandarine more 
immediately connected with Europeans, and interefted in pre- 
snting reprefentations of any kind trom reaching Pekin, be- 
trayed a difpofition of urging ‘to the Foyen, it was determined 
to deliver the letter in any manner that might be preferibed, 
It became neceflary, likewife, to communicate its contents ; 
and it was with no {mall trouble and difficulty that the Chinefe 
snerchants, who were the only intepreters, could be brought 
to comprehend the particulars of the letter, and the real object 
of the embafly. The want of a competent linguift, and the 
neceflity of encouragement to attain the Chinele language, 
under the obftacles to be encountered in fuch a purfuit, were, 
perhaps, never fo apparent as on this occafion ; and the Eog~ 
lifh commiflioners could not but lament the want of an inter- 
preter of their own nation, capable of conceiving and rens 
dering the fpirit of the letter, and of carrying on with advan- 
tage a conference both delicate and important. That it ended, 
however, in a promife that the letter fhould be forwarded to 
the Emperor ; and the refult made known to them through 
the Chinefe merchants. That accordingly, fome time after- 
wards, his Imperial Majetty’s pleafure was pablithed on the 
fubject in an edi@ declarig his fatisfaction of the emb afly ; 
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and giving orders that pilots fhould be properly ftationed to 
conduct the fhips, in which the Embaffador and the prefents 
from the King of Great Britain were expeed, into the port 
of Tien-fing, or any other they might think more convenient, 
or fhould prefer.” The Commiffioners added, that “ the 
impreffion looked for from the embafly had already taken 
place on the officers of government at Canton. Lefs inter- 
ruption to foreign trade, and a more ready attention to the res 
ptefentation of the Commiffioners, were very apparent 3 and 
the Hoppo was already {aid to have in contemplation to abolith 
the extravagant charges at Macao, by which means one of the 
principal impofitions on foreigners would be fuppreffed.” 
(Ta be continued.) 





4 TAX PROPOSED on CUSTOMS. 


To th EDITOR, 
SIR, 

RAVELLING lately in the county of Effex, I ap- 
proached toward the clofe of the evening a beautiful 
villa, which upon enquiry I found to belong to my oid friend 
Jack Traffic, who at an early period of lifé was enabled, by 
the death of two rich relations, to quit the buftle of the city 
for a retirement of which he was always fond, and which he 
fancied he could enjoy. Prefuming upon an acquaintance of 
many years, I entered his houfe without ceremony, and found 
a welcome, fuch as I had no occafion to diflike. ‘The firft 
hour pafled in mutual enquiries after old friends, and 1 was 
debating in my own mind, whether I thould pufh on for 
Malden, from which I was but a few miles diftance, or accept 
a bed at Jack’s houfe, and depart early inthe morning, when 
on hearing the clock ftrike, he fuddenly got up, and withed me 
a good night, “* for,”? added he, ** | am nevcra moment out 
of bed after nine o’clock. Jt is my cu/lom,” and immediately 
left the room. I followed his example as to leaving the 
room, and as my fervant was yet waiting with the hories, I 

made the beft cf my way to Malden, 

On relating this little adventure, a mutual acquaintance told 
me I ought not to take it amifs, for Jack would have been very 
glad to have fven me next day, but he had fince his retirement 
regulated his whole conduct by certain cu/foms, which made it 
extremely difficult to know whether to think him kind, or 
rude, and while the cuftom, be it ever fo whimiical, was upon 
him, 
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him, no power on earth could induce him to forego a tittle of 
the punctual obfervance of it. At onetime it was his cuftom 
to fit up, and make his guefts fit up almoft the whole of the 
night, fo that his houfe had every conveniency for a weary 
traveller, except that of a comfortable bed. How he came to 
change the cuftom is not known, but whoever vifits him now 
muit be content to go te bed fupperlefs at nine o’clock, and he 
may enjoy his nap till noon, for Jack is never vilible till then, 
it being dis cufom. 

[ was rather more amufed than offended at this behaviour 
of my old friend, becaufe one half of my life bas been {pent 
in going the circuit of a feries of cultoms,in which my 
friends choofe to indulge their fancies at the expence of much 
inconvenience to other people. I was, therefore, lefs fur- 
prifed, and coniequently lefs difpleafed, than if it had been a 
new occurrence, 

Almoft every man, neat has fome peculiar mode of 
conduct which he defends by calling it his cu/Zan, and that one 
word ftands in ftead of a nh arguments in its favour. It 
is the obligation of politenels never to be offended at any 
man’s cu/lom, and a very polite man may be defined to be a man 
who bears with good humour the peculiar cufgms of his 
acquaintance, Ic gay be a facrifice, but the more facrifice 
the more good-breeding. And young perfons who are 
educated for promotion merely, are always inftructed by their 
wife and liberal-minded parents, to ftudy all the cu/foms of 
their patron, and comply moft punctually with them—an advice 
which has brought fome to honours, fome to wealth, and tome 
to the gallows. 

A few weeks, azo I encountered a fingular inftance of the 
effet of cujlom. 1 happened to be placed at church in a pew 
which was empty; after the fervice began, | took the upper 
feat, that no interruption might happen, if any other perfons 
jhould be admitted, ‘Three or four came in, aa among them 
an old gentleman, whom ail permitted to pafs them, except 
myfelf, which proceeded from mere inadvertence on my part. 
The old gentleman was fo evidently difturbed the whole time, 
that I could not help making iome enquiry, and I found that ie 
has been his cu/fom to fit at the top of that pew for more than 
thirty years, and that his cu/flom being known, no perlon ever 
interfered before myfelf, woo erred rather through ignorance 
than defigo. I was forry 1 bad fpoiled his devotion, and that 
devotion could be fo ealily tp oiled, but, fomehow or other, 
I did not not think it neseliacy to fend an apology, which 
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T could not eafily have done without employing the language of 
burlefque. 

Some mens’ cuffoms are chiefly concerned in the way of 
carrying on bufinefs; I lately went by appointment to receive 
money of areputabletradefman. I was exact to the hoar of 
appointment, but not to the minute, and it was his cu/fom to 
wait for nobody. I returned at another time half an hour 
before the time fixed, that neither of us might be to 
blame, but then I found it was his cu/fom to tranfact bufi- 
nefs precifely at the moment appointed, and neither b:fore 
nor after. Other meetings were appointed, and ftill I 
could not hit the happy moment, but at length I found 
he had another cu/ffom, which was to delay the time of 
payment as long as he could, without incurring a procefs of 
law. 

Dick Idle is a chara&ter of an oppofite kind. It is his 
cuflom never tobe punctual. No man expeéts him to keep his 
word, or to regard an appointment of whatever confequence. 
This is fo generally known to be his cu/fom, that Dick has 
gainec fome advantages by it. He difappoints no man; he 
difturbs the departure or aflembling of no party ; he {poils no 
man’s dinner, and whoever wifhes to meet with him trufts 
entirely to chance. I remember his once coming, by mere 
accident, to the door of a houfe where he was engaged to 
dinner. Looking at his watch, he found that it was the very 
hour appointed. Dick did not with to turprife or alarm his 
friends, and took a walk of an hour and a half in the park, 
that he might not break through his cu/fom. 

It would undoubtedly be very defirous to know the various 
cuftoms of the perfons one has dealings with. It would 
render bufinefs more agreeable and expeditious ; but unfortu- 
nately this is only to be learnt by experience. Men who have 
cufloms take it for granted they mutt be complied with without 
being announced, and whatever difagreeable confequences a 
ftranger may be expofed to, he muft notcomplain.  Itis the 
man’s cu/lom, and he will not depart from it for the King him- 
felf,”” whofe name is often taken in this manner to exprefs the 

facred obligation of a cu/lom 

In order, therefore, to remedy the inconveniences which 
mutt arile to perfons ignorant of the peculiar cuftoms of thofe 
they are to meet either upon bufinefs or pleafure, | would pro- 
pofe that every man who hasa cu/lom fhall add it to his fign, or 
place it in fome conipicuous part of the ent’ance into his houfe, 
that 
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that ftrangers may be duly advertifed of the fame, and either 
avoid him, or comply with his cuftom, if it is poffible. And 
as [ ought never to lofe fight of the nation at large in a pro- 
polition like this, | would fuggett thata tax upon cufloms might 
be highly productive, and that it might be entirely optional, 
and at the fame time fuit the whimfical difpofition of the 
parties, I would farther propofe, that every man who had 
invented a cu/fom, and was determined to be tenacious of it, 
whether right or wrong, fhould take out a patent for it, which, 
a‘ter the manner of other patents, fhould exprefs the nature of 
the cuftom, and the number of years the patentee was to 
enjoy it exclufively. It might, perhaps, be the cafe, that 
thefe patents would fo interfere as to feem the fame, but in that 
cafe a due preference ought to be given to the firft inventor, 
unlefs the fecond or fubfequent inventors could prove that they 
had improved upon the cu/fom in fuch a manoer as to rendcr it 
quite a newthing. For example A. takes outa patent for his 
cufiom of faying har/h things. B. comes afterward, and feernw 
to infringe on his patent, butit is found that B. has enlarged his 
cuftom to the faying of barfh things to every body, whereas 
A. confines his radenefs merely to a few bottle companions. 

In this way, a very great revenue might be collected; but 
to prevent all difputes about priority of patents, and every 
objection to tnis mod e, [would farther fuggett, that the fame 
purpole might be anfwered by compeiling the pasties to take 
out an annual licence. In this way tue Chancellor of the 
Exchequer might be able to calculate with exa@tnefs the 
annual produce, and to encreafe the price of the licence, if he 
found there was no danger of diminifhing the revenue. And 
I really can fee no reafon why a man fhould not be obliged to 
pay by licence for the whims in the infide of his head, as well 
as for the powder on the outfide—except that the latter is efte 
the moft ufzful and ornamental of the two, 

To prevent fraud, it would be necellary, however arbitrary 
it might appear, to oblige every man on coming into company 
to produce and read his iicence, on pain of forfeiting it for that 
year, We may eaiily judge how many advantages would 
arife from this to genteel company. Every perfon would thea 
know what he was to expect, and what to guard againit, and 
the cu/ffom which was ao announced in this way, hows 
ever dilagreeable, would itill be lefs fo than if it were to take 
us by furprife. One man might for inftance ae “ Licenfed to 
fay rude things to the ladics.”’—Another “ To teil long 
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ftories.”—A third ** To fall afleep after dinner.”—A fourth 
“© To difturd the company by loud talking.”—A fifth, * To 
difpute and wrangle about trifles.”"—A fixth, “* Tatake fnuff 
before the cloth is removed,” and fo on, according to the 
nature of thofe cu/loms which men form to themfelves, in 
which they take great pride, and for which they ought to con- 
tribute liberally to the exigencies of the ftate. There would 
then be fewer difagreeable occurrences and difputes, fome of 
which have been known to end fatally, from miftaking one 
another’s cufloms. Itis not uncommon to fay, * You would 
not have teen affronted, if you had known the man’s way. 
He means no harm ; it is only a cu/fom he has got.” 

I am aware that there are n.any perfons who will obje& to 
this tax, becaufe they love cheap cuftoms, {uch as the cuftom of 
drinking and eating like gluttons when they are not to pay for 
it; the cuftom of being very charitable without contributing 
any thing; the cufiom of infulting modeft women, becaule 
they may doit with impunity, and many other cuftoms that 
might be meationed, which are the more obftinately perfitted 
in becaufe they come cheap, But itis not the buiinefs of a 
financier to attend to the claims or pleas of avarice, and if the 
tax propefed fhould perchance tend to abolifh fome of the 
aforefaid cuftoms, the benefit done to fociety at large would 
more than compenfate for a trifling diminution of revenue. 
Befides, all licences would not be equally expentive. 

This, indeed, would be very abfurd and very unjuft. To 
appreciate their value properly may be difficult, but it ought 
to be attempted, and might, perhaps, be atchieved by a com- 
mittee of moral {cenators duly chofen for the purpofe. It 
would be hard indeed if a man, whofe cuftom was to come 
late to dinner, paid as much as him who difturbed the com- 
pany with his noife, or that he who picked his teeth with a fork 
fhould pay as liberally as him whole cufiom it was to pick a 
quarrel with a ftranger. The more harmlefs the cuftom, the 
licence would confequently be the more moderate, and no 
Jicences fhould amount, or acarly amount to a prohibition, but 
thofe which permitted cuftoms deftru€tive of morals or in- 
tegrity. Among the firft, | would clafs the cuftom of intult- 
ing modeft cars by indecent langnage, and among tie fecond 
the cuftom of exercifing fraud, ina regular fyfiem, whether 
at the card-tabie or behind the counter. And] hope it will be 
allowed that a man who often falls afleep, ought not to pay fa 
such as one who often falls into a paffion, 
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But as there may be fome perfons who think that any tax 
whatfoever upon their cuftoms would bear hard upon them 
felves, I fhal! beg Ieave to conclude this letter with a few 
fuggeftions, which may, perhaps, enable them to get rid of 
their cuftoms without rifk or difficulty. I fhall not urge, 
though that has been done, that ‘ cuftom is the law of fools,’ 
but 1 may fuggeft that if it be a law at all, it is a law which 
an individual has Jaid down for himfelf, which no other perfon 
is obliged or can be expected to obey, and which is a deviation 
from ail known laws. Jt isa fomething arifing trom indos 
lence, neglect, or want of fenfe, which cannot be reconciled 
to reafon, which the party himfelf cannot account for, and 
which, therefore, is unworthy of a rational creature, Any 
man, without excepting the wifeft, may commit an action 
foolifh and abfurd, but to perfift in a repetition of fuch aétions, 
all refembling each other, (which conftitutes a cuftom) is 
furely to give up the ufe of our fenfes, and to act more like 
machines than human beings, Such is the cafe with cuftoms, 
which though offenfive, and which though they difturb the 
bufinefs and pleafures of fociety, are yet in themfelves harm- 
lefs, and do not proceed from a bad intention, but rather from 
a weakhels of judgment. As to cuffons of another kind, 
fome of which have been enumerated above, as they can claim 
no excufe, they can only be cured by reverting to the princi- 
ples of virtue and decency, a deviation from which originally 
occafioned them, and which have become obftinate by bad 
example and bad company. 

On the force of cuftom, when we once give way to it, I 
know not that any thing can be advanced more illuftrative, 
than the fiStion related by Montaign of a countrywoman, who 
having accuftomed herfelf to play with, and carry a young 
calf in her arms, and continuing daily to do fo as it grew up, 
obtained this by cuftom, that when it was grown to be a great 
ox, fhe was ftill able to bear it! 

[ am, Sir, &e. 
A COLLECTOR of CUSTOMS. 








SINGULARITIES of GREAT MEN. 
R. WARTON produces many curious inftances to ile 
luftrate the fallowing line, 


 Unthought of frailties cheat us in the wife.” 
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Who could have thought, he obferves, that Xenophon, 
during his famous retreat, performed many acis of the molt 
vulvar fuperttition ; that Auguftus was alarmed and difpirited 
if he put on a flipper on his right leg which fhould have been 
on his left; that Newton once ftudied aftrology; that 
Thuanus, Dryden, and the Chancellor Shaftefbury, calculated 
nativities ; that Roger Afcham and Dr. Whitby were devoted 
lovers of cock fighting, as was Bayle of mountebanks ; that 
Bithop Hoadley was often rallied by Dr. Clarke for his dread of 
thunder; that Henry IV. of France, was terrified at the 
jolting of his coach ; that Ben Jonfon and Addifon were hard 
drinkers, and Pope himfelf an epicure ? 

The night before the battle of Blenheim, after a council of 
war had been held in the Duke of Marlborough’s tent, at 
which Louis of Baden and Prince Eugene had aflifted, the 
Jatter, after the council had broke up, ftept back to the tent to 
communicate fomething he had forgot to the Duke, whom he 
found giving orders to his aid-de-camp Colonel Selwyn (who 
selated this faét) at the table, on which there was now only a 
fingle taper burning, all the others being extinguifhed the mo- 
ment the council was over. ** What a man is this,’’ faid 
Prince Eugene, * who at fuch atime can think of faving the 
ends of candles?” 

Elizabeth was a coquette, and Bacon received a bribe. 
Dr. Bufby bad a violent paffion for the flage: It was excited 
in him by the applaufe he received in acting the Royal Siave 
before the King at Chrift Church ; and he declared, that if the 
rebeliion had not broke out, he had certainly engaged him(elf 
as am actor. 

Luther was fo immoderately paffionate, that he fometimes 
boxed Melanéthon’s ears; and Melancthon himfelf was a 
believer in judicial aftrology, and an interpreter of dreams. 
Mazarin and Richlieu. were fo fuperititous as to employ and 
pention Morin, a pretender to aitrology, who catt the na- 
tivities of thefe two able politicians. Nor was Tacitus hime 
fclf, who generally appears fuperior to fuper{tition, untainted 
by this folly, as may appear from the twenty-fecond chapter of 
the fixth book of his Annals. Men of great genius have 
been fometimes compared to the pillar of fre that conducted 
the [fraclites, which frequently turned a cloudy fide toward the 
Spectator. 
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Short ACCOUNT of an ingenious MECHANIC, 





OWARDS the end of the autumn of 1797, died at Ipfe 
wich, in his 79th year, Mr. Thomas Sore. He pofs 
feiled great ingenuity and mecha: nical fkiil, and had for many 
years lived j in Tooley’s Foundation, having been rendered in- 
capable of conftant labour by a paralytic complaint. He was 
able to make or repair < almoft every kind of philofophical appa 
ratus, and generally improved or fimplified thofe which pall ‘d 
through his hands. His knowledge of the fciences was fuffi- 
cient to prevent his wafting time in chemical purfuits, and his 
good fenfe always prefented to his mind the neceflity of com- 
bining the utile with the du/ce. His humble apartment was 
adorned with many fpecimens of his ingenuity, his electrical 
machine, microfcope, Xc. Hisclock had received additional 
movements, of the moit fimple kind. His perpetual alma- 
nac, orrery, and hygrometer were curious; and the very latch 
of his door was fo conftrudted as to fuperfede the neceflity of 
a lock. The cheerfulnefs and ferenity of his difpofition dif- 
fufed themfelves over his countenance, the placidnefs of which, 
with the venerable appearance of his grey hairs, commanded 
an involuntary prepofleffion in his favour, which never failed to 
lead to a further acquaintaince. 





Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to the Rebus, inferted duguft 12. 


EAR BOWBEER confider that life is a jeft, 
ss A dream that foon pafies away :”” 
With a pipe, and a bottle of flingo the beft, 
At Dawlifh pray moiften thy clay. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from W. Brock, of 
Evercreech; S. Hill, Dawlifh; I. Salter, Broadclift ; Toh ob 
Gidley, and J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior >; W.and T. Mad- 
dick, of Rattery; J. Colcs, junior, of Crediton; and George 


Hazell, of Barattaple. 





ss ‘ed 77 r i 5) ? m ead 
Anfwer, by F. Bowbeer, of Dawlifh, to W. Brock’s Rebus, ina 
: Send 
Jerted du ruji 23. 
gu 


THE city’s BRISTOL, nextia fame 
To Londoa, both ia fize aad name. 


Vou, XXX, 3U ttt W 
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ttt We have received the like anfwer from J. Gidley, and 
J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; W. and T. Maddick, of Rat- 
tery; J. S. Field, of Staverton; and G. Hazell, of Barn- 
ftaple. 





Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to W. Rennel's Enigma, inferted 
September 4. 


WIEN firft of your enigma I 


The meaning fought to find, 
Awhile I nothing could defcry, 
Till CHAOS came to mind. 


iti) We have received the like anfwer from W., and T. 
Maddick, of Rattery; J. S. Field, Staverton; W. Bickham, 
junior, of Afhburton; G. Hazell, Barnftaple; T. Whicker, 
Exon; and Juvenile, of Buckfaftleigh. 





4 QUESTION, by F. Cillins, late of Uffiuln 


HERE are three numbers, the rectangle of the firft and 
fecond + the fquare of the third = 25375.5625, the 
reétangle of the firft and third +, the (quare of the fecond = 
5688.15625; and the reétangle of the fecond and third + the 
iquare of the firft = 10165,503125. Quere the numbers. 


The firft reprefents my age, in years, &c. when I left fchool ; 
the fecond and third my height in inches, and the diftance in 
miles I am now from my native home. 


4 REBUS, ty 7. Bradridge, of Dean Prior. 
Py moft fierce you firft fhould find; 


A title, Sirs, then bring to mind; 
A tree well-known, and often us’d; 
A cloth moft rich you next muft chufe ; 
England’s firit monarch, as we’re told; 
A {cripture name you'll laft unfold ; 


The initials, join’d in order true, 
A bird you'll quickly have in view. 
9 POETRY. 
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LINES found in a BOWER facing the SOUTH. 
{From a Work entitled ** Englith Lyricks.”] 


OFT cherub of the fouthern breeze, 
Oh! thou whofe voice I love to hear, 
When lingering thro’ the ruftling trees, 
With lengthen’d fighs it fooths mine ear! 


Oh! thou whofe fond embrace to meet, 
The young {pring all enamour’d flies, 
And robs thee of thy kiffes {weet, 
Aad on thee pours her laughing eyes ! 


Thou at whofe call the light fays ftart, 
That filentin their hidden bower 

Lie penciling with tendereft art, 
The bloffom thin and infant flower ! 


Soft cherub of the fouthern breeze, 
Oh! if aright I tunethe reed 

Which thus thine ear would hope to pleafe, 
By fimple lay, and humble meed ; 


And if aright, with anxious zeal, 
My willing hands this bower have made, 
Still let this bower thine influence feel, 
Aad be its gloom thy favourite fhade! 


For thee of all the cherub train, 
Alone my votive mufe would woo, 
Of all that fkim along the main, 
Or walk at dawn yon mountains blue ; 


OF all that flumber in the grove, 
Or playful urge th’ goflamer’s flight, 
Or down the vaie or ftreamlet move, 
With whifper foft, and pinion light. 


I court thee, thro’ the glimmering air, 
When morning fprings from flumbers ftill, 
And waving bright his golden hair, 
Stands tiptoe on yon eattern hill. 


I court thee, when at noon reclin’d, 

I watch the murmuring infec throng 
In many an airy ‘piral wind, 

Or filent climb the leaf along. 


I court thee when the flow’rets clofe, 
And drink no more receding light, 

And when calm eve to foft repofe, 

Sinks onthe bofom of the night. 
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And when beneath the moon's pale beam, 
Alone mid fhadowy rocks [ roam, 

And waking vifions round me gleam, 
Of beings, and of worlds to come, 


Smooth glides with thee my penfive hour, 
Thou warm’ tt to life my languid mind ; 

Thou cheer’ it a frame with genial power, 
That droops in every ruder wind. 


Breathecherub! breathe! once foft and warm, 
Like thine, the gale of fortune blew, 

How has the defolacing ftorm 
Swept all I gaz’d on from my view 


Unfeen, unknown, I wait my doom, 
The haunts of men ind?gnant flee, 

Hold to my heart a liftlefs gloom, 
And joy but in the mufe and thee. 


For the WeeExty ENTERTAINER 
On reading fome Verfes to the Memory of the late Honourable 
Edward James Eliot. 


H lucklefs mufe! hadit thou for ever flept, 
Thy friends, oh Eliot ! haply ne’er had wept ; 
His hallow’d fhade had ne’er, with frown fevere, 
** Look’d from his heaven,” and view’d the fpurious teat 
That, ftarting at command, knows well to feek 
Its wonted paflage down the faithlefs cheek. 
Nor mufe, hadit thou, in tinfel garb attir’d, 
In the full, turgid hope to be admir’d, 
So finn’d ‘gaint poefy, that nymph divine, 
Nor rous’d the vengeance of the facred niae. 
But, Eliot, fleep : I'll ftand thy Cerberus here, 
And pluck fuch worthlefs off’rings from thine injur'd bier. 
Liteard, O&cber 29; 1797. 





Jo DOMESTIC PEACE. 
t%* me, on what holy ground 
i 


May domettic peace be found? 
Halcyon daughter of the fkies, 
Far on fearful wings fhe flies, 
From the pomp of icepter’d ftate, 
From the rebel’s noify hate. 
In acottag’d vale fhe dwells 
Lift’ning to the fabbath bells ! 
Sull around her fteps are feen 
Spotlefs honour’s meeker mien, 
Love, the fire of pleafing fears, 
Sorrow fmiling thro” her tears, 
And, confcious of the paft employ, 
Memory, bofom-fpring of joys 
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